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Plazziamoti

, In Milan, Italy, started in January 2021, and
interrupted due to pandemic.

A Aim of the project to reproject a square, in order to transform it
into a welcoming space for the entire community. o
Piazziamoof S0 Qa LJX I OS3to giglilyIh& domdSads akt S NB—, Jge
of taking a place together. "M _

w 1_.

A Participants 19 pupils of class 4B (primary school), the teachers
and their parents.
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A pilot study

(1) Are participants about to become aware of themselves as members of the
community?
(2) Are they about to perceive the square as a common good?

DATA COLLECTION

frequent planningmeetings with the teachers; participation in public actions; coding
of the materials produced by pupils; relevant number of interviews; groups of
discussion and questionnaires with the involved participants.

THE MAIN IDEgrounding the investigation e | 1 es on Appadur ai
Culture= origins, past, identity possible futures, desires, aspirations

Therefore: The pupils of 4B who dream and reproject the sgsimemghentheir
“capacitytoaspirée ( Appadurai, 2004) = a cul tu
democratic evaluation.
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The context: the right to participate

A suggests to listen and involve students to change
all those issues that affect them.

A highlights a better relational and learning
environment where active participation is
encouraged.

(art.12,
1989): children have the right to express themselves
freely in all matters affecting them.

A During the lockdown due to the Covid19, i
spring 2020 in Italy, children were not
mentioned in public discourses and could
not | eave t heir pldgoen
sSpreaders .

A This unusual situation fits in the ltalian
educational context, wher® K A © R NI
participation is neither frequent nor

encouraged

y

_

In Piazziamogichildren have space ferction and operational autonomy
(Lansdown, 2001) to becomadical agents of chang(Fielding, 2001).

Children, their needs and imagination are put at the centre. Adults are
supporters. The possibility of a new culture and of strengthening the

community is build within thegenerativedialog between generations.
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Ms G., the main teacher, and more than half of the
parents participated for three years to ED.UMA.NA
training (vww.edumana.ij. ED.UMA.NA is a network

for nonviolent practices and strategies.
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http://www.edumana.it/

The first steps (Jan-Feb 2021)

each child imagined the squa
By sharing, they began the
creative process.

INTERVIEWS
The pupils structured an
Interview, went in small groups
to collected information from
the inhabitants.
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The first steps

i},‘p -

METACOGNITION AND
DOCUMENTATION
- In collective writing, children
wrote an article for the

newspaper.

- The representatives of the
Girls and Boys Council

presented the project at the Ci
Council. The president
reminded of the market!

AGORAN THE SQUARE
Stimulated by maieutic
guestions from the
ED.UMA.NA tutor, pupils
developed a new plan.
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At the beginning of Marc
aNEW LOCKDOWN
Interrupted the project.
But for the children of
class 4B something alrea
changed: they use the
huge grey square to pla
together.




Imagination

A To Vygotsky the creative activity of imagination depends on the
social environment, the richness and variety of the individual
experience, that provide the material from which the constructions
of the imagination are made.

A The collected data suggest that participants are aware of the

importance of andimagining together.
AThese are important capcamditii es i
aspirée ( Appadurai, 2004) .
Boy:*l really enjoyed making the model
for 1 magi
Mother:* They | earn to put ideas toget
t hemsel

“l magination was the engine that
[...] | think it is important, especially for children, to imagine something beautiful fc
t hemsel ves and ot her s,
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Active citizenship (e : 7

The collected data suggest that the participation to this project with
the City Council but especially theerviews with the inhabitants of
the square were a big step offizenship.

The children opened up to the
themselves as citizens and members of a larger community.

Interviews activated curiosity for the unfamiliar, widened their thinki
to include the needs of others.

. “Children are aware t hat this'
square and the fact t hat thq[y t
C i I z e

A Girl:  Iovdd making the interviews, because it was interesting to hear
opinionoftheo t h e r
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- A Asquareand anagoraare common spaces When the AnC|ent Greeks founded a new city, the

left an empty space in the middle of it: tlagora the square, where democracy started. Like
the agorain the classroom, the square is a collective area, a place for relationships.

'}-’ﬁ%

} A Both are places of social aggregation, knowledge and exchange. The square can become a

(lllich, 1973/1974)Piazziamoamay counteract the situation of isolation created by
t he pandemi c, intwdegkbedenkcdd nf Byt tdre, *2020) t hat

@ A The collected data seem to confirm that participants are aware of it, even in this early stage
~ project. They feel the opportunity to rediscover @nentional common spacand enjoy common
| planning.




Conclusions

A The interpretation | propose d¥iazziamodis
educational and political

A It concerns the building of meaningful
experiences in aommon spacand allows the

creation of something new: thact of imagining
together becomes a political act

A In times of pandemic, we need a new collective
Imaginary tonelp children finding their place in
the world, staring by being agents of and for
their education but also agents of and for the

community.
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